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Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) stands with daughter Alicia as his lawyer Abbe Lowell speaks outside the courthouse in Newark 
where the corruption trial was held. Prosecutors could seek a new trial, and the Senate majority leader called for an ethics probe. 


Mistrial declared in Menendez case 


BY ALAN MAIMON 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


NEWARK — Sen. Robert Me- 
nendez (D-N.J.) declared him- 
self back from the political dead 
Thursday, after his months- 
long bribery trial ended in a 
mistrial that could spell long- 
term difficulties for the federal 
government’s ability to pursue 
corruption cases. 

Menendez, a senior lawmak- 
er who has spent years fighting 
the charges, broke down crying 
as he addressed cheering sup- 
porters outside the courthouse. 

“Today is Resurrection Day,” 
he said. “Anyone who knows me 
knows I never seek a fight, but I 
never shy away from one either. 


Senator speaks of 
‘resurrection, but joy 
may be short-lived 


This was not a fair fight.” 

Now, Menendez said, “I’m 
going back to Washington to 
fight for the people of New 
Jersey.” And he added an omi- 
nous warning: “For those who 
were digging my political grave 
so they could jump into my seat, 
I know who you are and I won’t 
forget it.” 

The senator’s jubilation may 
be short-lived. Justice Depart- 
ment officials said they would 


review the case to decide 
whether to put him on trial 
again, and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R- 
Ky.) called for a Senate ethics 
probe based on the charges in 
the case. 

The jury of seven women and 
five men twice sent out notes 
this week saying it was dead- 
locked. “We cannot reach a 
unanimous decision,” the jury 
said in the second note just 
before noon Thursday. “Nor are 
we willing to move away from 
our strong convictions.” 

U.S. District Judge William 
Walls then privately questioned 
the jurors, and declared a mis- 
trial. 

One of the jurors, Ed Norris, 


said Menendez and the doctor 
on trial with him, Salomon 
Melgen, came close to an out- 
right acquittal, with 10 jurors 
believing Menendez not guilty, 
and only two on the panel in 
favor of finding him guilty. 

Norris, a 49-year-old equip- 
ment operator from Morris 
County, said that the evidence 
was mostly emails and that he 
“didn’t see a smoking gun.” 

“I don’t think the govern- 
ment proved anything,” Norris 
said. “I didn’t see anything bad 
that he did.” 

Norris said that the panel 
was clearly divided from the 
moment deliberations began, 
but that it did not get angry or 

MENENDEZ CONTINUED ON A6 


House passes 
tax bill, upping 
heat on Senate 


VISITING TRUMP: ‘I LOVE YOU. NOW GO VOTE,’ 


Significant differences between two chambers’ plans 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND DAMIAN PALETTA 


House Republicans on Thurs- 
day passed legislation that would 
overhaul the U.S. tax code, a cru- 
cial step forward in their effort to 
enact the centerpiece of President 
Trump’s economic agenda. 

The bill passed with 227 votes 
in favor and 205 against, a com- 
fortable margin in the divided 
chamber. Thirteen Republicans 
voted against the bill, while no 
Democrats voted for it. 

Trump and Republican leaders 
in Congress are aiming to pass 
legislation by year’s end that 
would simplify the code and deliv- 
er $1.5 trillion in tax cuts over a 
decade. Both the House and Sen- 


ate bills deliver the majority of the 
cuts to corporations and wealthy 
Americans, but there are signifi- 
cant differences between the bills 
that would have to be resolved. 

Passing the bill is a major victo- 
ry for House leaders, including 
Speaker Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.), 
who have long asserted that cut- 
ting taxes on the wealthy and 
businesses will spur economic 
growth that benefits all Ameri- 
cans. 

Trump visited House Republi- 
cans personally Thursday to urge 
support for the bill, leaving them, 

TAX CONTINUED ON Al4 


Middle-class taxes go up? 
A report casts doubt on GOP claims 
about the Senate tax bill. A15 


Al Franken accused of 
sroping woman in 2006 


BY PAUL KANE, 
Amy B WANG 
AND LINDSEY BEVER 


Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.) 
faced swift condemnation and bi- 
partisan calls for an ethics investi- 
gation Thursday after he was ac- 
cused of forcibly kissing and grop- 
ing abroadcaster and model while 
traveling overseas in 2006. 

The allegations against Fran- 
ken by Leeann Tweeden, who trav- 
eled with him on a USO trip to the 
Middle East before he was elected 
to the Senate, comes amid a grow- 
ing swell of accusations of sexual 
misconduct by men in powerful 
positions. 

Beloved by liberals for his fierce 
attacks on President Trump, Fran- 
ken found few defenders as Senate 


The alleged 
incident 
happened 
two years 
before Sen. 
Al Franken 
(D-Minn.) ran 
for office. 


Accuser not involved in politics 
Leeann Tweeden has modeled and 
done military charity work. A4 


Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.) and Senate Minority Lead- 
er Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.) called 
for the ethics committee to inves- 
tigate his actions. 

“Sexual harassment is never ac- 
ceptable and must not be tolerat- 
ed,” Schumer said in a statement. 

FRANKEN CONTINUED ON A4 


CEO nightmare: Dreaded 
endorsement of the alt-right 


BY TRACY JAN 


The neo-Nazis were hungry. 
They had spent the day in a 
Charlottesville courthouse testi- 
fying at the preliminary hearing 
for a white nationalist jailed for 
pepper-spraying counterprotest- 
ers during August’s deadly Unite 
the Right rally. Now, after the long 
drive home to Alexandria, they 
craved pizza. 

“We were going to order from 
the local place where we get pizza 
all the time, but we said no, Papa 
John’s is the official pizza of the 
alt-right now,” said Eli Mosley, the 
26-year-old leader of the white 
separatist group Identity Evropa. 
“Were just supporting the brands 
that support us.” 

That show of support — un- 
solicited and unwanted by Papa 
John’s — exhibits an emerging 
danger to major American brands 
negotiating the racial politics that 


have cleaved the country. 

It is no longer enough for com- 
panies to keep a low profile when 
it comes to polarizing issues in- 
volving race, brand experts say. 
Instead, some companies are pre- 
emptively stating their positions, 
hoping to avoid being hijacked by 
white supremacists eager to 
spread their ideas into the main- 
stream by tying themselves to 
household brands that sell prod- 
ucts such as pizzas, burgers, 
sneakers and cars. This week, 
Papa John’s tweeted an explicit 
rejection of neo-Nazi ideas. 

“Companies need to take a pub- 
lic stand on issues that are affect- 
ing consumers in advance of be- 
ing co-opted,” said Heide Gard- 
ner, chief diversity and inclusion 
officer at IPG, one of the world’s 
largest advertising and market- 
ing conglomerates. “Brands need 
to build a certain level of sophisti- 
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By PETER HERMANN, 
ANN E. MARIMOW 


strip mall. 


AND CLARENCE WILLIAMS 


The Glock 17 rested in a display 
case in a gun shop in a Virginia 


Black. Easy to shoot, easy to 


One illegal gun. 12 weeks. A dozen criminal acts. 


handle. A used 9mm. For $325 in 
cash, it was sold to a man who 
swore in writing on a federal 
form that the gun was for him. 

It wasn’t. 

Within days he’d pass the semi- 
automatic to a friend who had 
driven him to the store. That 
friend passed it to others. 

Six days after the Glock was 
purchased on Aug. 4, 2014, it was 
used in a gun battle that wounded 
six at a birthday barbecue a few 
blocks from Nationals Park. 

It was fired three days later at a 
woman driving along a District 


JAHI CHIKWENDIU/THE WASHINGTON POST 


This Glock 17, which was purchased in Virginia, changed hands 
multiple times in 12 weeks and traveled across state lines, creating 
a path of destruction in the District. 


The rapid cycle of gun violence 


highway listening to R&B, a vic- 
tim who happened to be an off- 
duty D.C. police officer headed 
home from a nightclub. She 
kicked off her Louboutin heels 
and punched the gas pedal trying 
to catch the shooters. 

The same night and less than 
two miles away, the Glock was 
fired again at a man stopped at a 
traffic light in a hulking Yukon 
Denali. In a coincidence, he, too, 
was a cop and a random target, in 
plain clothes and driving into the 
District to testify in a murder 
trial. 

Shot four times, desperately 
trying to get to his service weap- 
on in a gym bag on his front seat, 
the officer rammed his SUV into 
the shooter’s car to try to force it 
to stop. 

The officer never managed to 

GLOCK CONTINUED ON A8 


IN THE NEWS 


BEN CURTIS/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Zimbabwe negotiations The military of the 
southern African nation is learning it isn’t so 
easy to oust President Robert Mugabe. All 


Ban reversed The Trump administration will 
allow the import of trophies from elephants 
legally hunted in Zimbabwe and Zambia. All 


THE NATION 

The Coast Guard’s top 
officer said the service is 
facing a $914 million 
shortfall after its re- 
sponse to three major 
hurricanes within six 
weeks. A2 

A conflict-of-interest 
complaint has been filed 
against President 
Trump’s nominee to lead 
the Department of 
Homeland Security. A3 
Sen. Claire McCaskill 
accused the DEA of 
muzzling ajudge by 
keeping him from dis- 
cussing curbed enforce- 
ment powers against the 
opioid industry. A4 

A Senate panel 
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WEEKEND 

Mystery bars 

How to get into the D.C. 
watering holes that few 
know even exist. 


METRO 

Ad backlash in Va.? 
Some of Ed Gillespie’s 

TV spots cost him black 
votes, surveys found. B3 
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